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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 08594 021649Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 AID-05 TRSE-00 /079 W 

034102 031436Z/40 

R 02 1 520Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4745 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 8594 

DEPT FOR ARA/PAF AND PAN 

USCINCSO FOR J-2 AND PAO 

PANCANAL FOR IO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PN 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTIONS 

FOLLOWING FROM USIS/PANAMA P R 021519Z DEC 77 SENT ACTION USINFO 
WASHDC INFO SECSTATE WASHDC REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION/INFO 

QUOTE UNCLAS 

MEDIA REACTION 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

1 PANAMA CITY. -CANAL TREATY: TREATY-RELATED STORIES IN ALL PAPERS 
DEC. 2 INCLUDE FRONT PAGE ITEM FRONT PAGE BOTH SEMI-INDEPENDENT 
LA ESTRELLA AND SISTER ENGLISH STAR AND HERALD ON U.S. ASST. 
TREASURY SECY. ARNOLD NACHMANOFF CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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RATIFICATION WPLL AFFECT PANAMANIAN ECONOMY. LA ESTRELLA HEADS 
STORY, "U.S. TREASURY ASST. SECY. DECLARES RATIFICATION OF 
TREATY WILL BRING CONSIDERABLE INCREASE IN INVESTMENTS IN PANAMA," 
WHILE STAR AND HERALD'S HEAD IS, "U.S. ASST. SECY OF TREASURY: 

DELAY IN TREATY RATIFICATION SLOWS RP ECONOMY." 

2-ESTRELLA AND STAR & HERALD ALSO FRONT PAGE STORIES ON STEVENS 
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CODEL PRESS CONFERENCE DEC. 1, ESTRELLA S HEAD, "U.S. SENATORS 
ASK AMENDMENT TO TREATY; LOPEZ GUEVARA (PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATOR) 
SURPRISED;” STAR & HERALD'S HEAD ON ANNE ZUSY AP STORY, "SOLONS 
SEE TREATY AMENDMENTS; RP NEGOTIATOR SHOCKED." 

3- PRO-GOP MATUTINO AND CRITICA DO NOT MENTION STEVENS CODEL 
PRESS CONFERENCE, BUT BOTH CARRY, MATUTINO FRONT PAGE, CRITICA 
INSIDE PAGE, IOHN BARTON UPI ITEM, ON REP. IOHN MURPHY S 
STATEMENTS ON TREATIES. MATUTINO'S HEAD IS, "JOHN MURPHY DEMANDS 
THEY REEDIT PANAMA CANAL TREATIES; PROVOCATION AND BLACKMAIL 
TO FORCE AMENDMENTS?", WHILE CRITICA SAYS, "MURPHY REJECTS 
TREATIES." MATUTINO ALSO FRONT PAGES MIAMI HERALD STORY, 

"(SEN. RICHARD) STONE PROPOSES DELAY IN TREATY VOTE." 

4- MATUTINO COLUMNIST LUIS RESTREPO TAKES ISSUE WITH VISITING 
CODELS' ASSESSMENTS OF PANAMANIAN POLITICAL SITUATION AND ITS 
BEARING ON RATIFICATION VOTE. RESTREPO SAYS THAT TO ACHIEVE 
OBJECTIVE OF A NEW TREATY, "PANAMA HAD TO SACRIFICE MANY OF THE 
BELIEFS FIRMLY ROOTED IN THE NATIONAL CONCIENCE AND SO GIVE 

IN BEFORE THE PRESSURES OF THE POWERFUL ONE WHO INSISTED ON 
PRIVILEGES THAT BURDENED THE DIGNITY OF THIS NATION." 

5- RESTREPO CONTINUES THAT PANAMANIANS THOUGHT THEY HAD PAID FULL 
PRICE FOR NEW TREATY, BUT NOW ARE BEING ASKED TO PAY AN 
ADDITIONAL PRICE, WHEN VISITING GROUPS FROM U.S. ASK FOR CHANGES 

IN PANAMANIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM: "THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE ARE BEING 
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SUBJECTED TO A HUMILIATING PROCESS OF POLITICAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WHICH ARE DAMAGING TO THE POPULAR DIGNITY." 

6- RESTREPO SAYS THAT THE VISITING LEGISLATORS CONDUCT THEMSELVES 
"AS IF THEY REPRESENTED THE HOLY SEE.. .THE VOTE OF THESE 
LEGISLATORS IS CONDITIONED ON THE RESULT OF THE POLITICAL 
INVESTIGATIONS GOING ON IN PANAMA: INVESTIGATIONS WHICH ARE 
CERTAINLY NOTHING MORE THAN AN OPEN INTERVENTION IN AFFAIRS 
WHICH ONLY CONCERN THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE... PANAMANIANS FIND IT 
STRANGE... THAT THESE INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEES RECEIVE FULL 
COOPERATION IN CARRYING OUT THEIR TASKS." 

7- RESTREPO CONCLUDES THAT "THIS NEW EXPERIENCE, A BITTER AND 
UNIQUE ONE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, IS...THE EXTRA PRICE 
WHICH WE MUST PAY SO THE US SENATE WILL ACCEPT AND APPROVE 
THE CANAL AND NEUTRALITY TREATIES. IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO 
KNOW THE REACTION OF THE SAME SENATORS IF GROUPS OF PANAMANIANS 
ARRIVED IN THE US TO BEGIN CONSULTATIONS ON THE VIOLATIONS OF 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ETHNIC MINORITIES, ON ECONOMIC AGGRESSION... 

ON AGGRESSION AGAINST CUBA AND.. .THE CHIEF. AN PEOPLE. THEY 
SURELY WOULD NOT BE INCLINED TO ACCEPT SUCH INVESTIGATIONS AND 
CONSULTATIONS." ITEM UNQUOTE 
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JORDEN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PANAMA08594 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770449-0418 
Format: TEL 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t197712100/aaaadgro.tel 

Line Count: 117 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e3ea20fb-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 103856 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
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